Volume 1 Issue 4		September 1, 2010









ELA Website Launched 

This summer marked the launch of the ELA website (www.elforall.com).  The website contains an explanation of the ELA program, pictures of actual ELAs that have been conducted, student work from ELAs including a video documentary of an ELA to South Carolina that was created by students after returning home from the ELA, student and parent testimonials, and a page that will allow schools who are interested in implementing the ELA program to purchase the ELA Handbook online.  There are also pages on the site that will be available only to parents as a clearinghouse of information for current and future ELAs.  Visit the website today to learn more!

ELA Takes Students to Czech Republic

In October, seven 7th and 8th grade students will travel to Plzen in the Czech Republic to spend two weeks experiencing Czech culture and history as part of a student exchange program that is taking place this year.  Highlights of our stay in Plzen will include tours of local castles and cathedrals and a day in beautiful and historic Prague.  In April and May, twenty-one Czech students will be traveling to Pilgrim for a two week stay and experience here in America.  We can’t wait!

ELA Accreditation

Dr. Scott Gostchock has been hugely beneficial as he and Luke have been working together to create a seven step process allowing schools to become officially “ELA accredited.”  ELA accreditation will benefit ELA and the schools it will serve.  The schools will benefit from the organized contact with and easy access to the expertise of the ELA administrative team available while implementing ELA at their school.  They will also enjoy valuable ELA resources that will not be made available to non-accredited schools.  ELA benefits from the accreditation process because it allows the administrative team to maintain the integrity and credibility of ELA across the country.

ELA Director’s Masters Degree Update

By Christmas of this year, ELA Director Luke Hartzell will have completed the course of study necessary for his masters degree in experiential education.  Please continue to keep him in your prayers as he uses the talents that God has blessed him with to move the program forward.
 

2010-2011  ELA Schedule

2010-2011 is an exciting year!  According to our implementation timeline, this school year marks the full scale implementation of ELA at our pilot study location of Pilgrim Lutheran School!  Student contact will be maximized with two complete ELAs for each grade level. ELAs for this school year include but are not limited to: 
· Fifth and sixth grade will be participating in a two-part prairie preservation experience at Wild River State Park this fall and again in the spring.
· Kindergarteners will be learning about and participating in various food preservation methods in September
· Third and fourth graders will be participating in a one day language immersion ELA in Spanish at The Forest, one of the facilities operated by Concordia Language Villages out of Concordia University in St. Paul
· Fifth and sixth graders will be participating in a two day language immersion ELA in Spanish at The Forest. 
· Seventh and eighth Graders are participating in an exchange program with a school in Plzen, Czech Republic (see article above).
· First and second grade will be learning about the history of skiing and participating in a downhill skiing experience in January.
· Early planning has begun for a possible camping/nature appreciation/outdoor skills practice ELA with third and fourth grade students to be held sometime in April or May.
· Pilgrim will continue to be involved in the maintenance and beautification of the community garden in our neighborhood.
· Archery equipment for the school has been procured through the National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) and archery instruction will begin in December.

Future potential ELAs for which initial groundwork has been laid include:
· A mission trip to Peru to work with medical missionaries to conduct a mobile Bible school
· A winter camping and dogsledding trip with Pilgrim alumnus and arctic explorer, Paul Schurke of Wintergreen Lodge in Ely, MN
· A multi-day hiking and backpacking trip to Isle Royale National Park in Lake Superior

Funding Update

We have received partial funding from the Antioch Foundation and from The Hope in Him Foundation for the implementation of ELA. These two foundations both made three-year commitments to ELA. These funds are already positively at use in many ways to effectively implement this program.  Matching monies from WELS Kingdom Workers have been approved and are being put to work in realizing the ELA objectives and goals. We have had many meetings with other potential funders of the program and are very thankful to all who have supported us with their gifts, thoughts, and prayers.  We are also looking forward to having further discussions with current supporting organizations to determine the possibilities of continued support beyond the initial three-year pilot study.  At this point we continue to move forward with the pilot study. As we reach and teach the kingdom through creative and unique pedagogical methods, we would be very grateful for anything you can give to support the new and exciting ELA educational ministry program!

Praise God for the successes that he has already granted ELA in and through Christ! Please continue to keep us in your prayers as we move forward with our plans to further God’s kingdom in this world!

Contacts:
Mr. Luke Hartzell 				Dr. Scott Gostchock
lukehartzell@gmail.com 			sgost@mindspring.com
404-583-2610 (cell) 				414-350-3248
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Enhancing the future of education.
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Experiential Learning for All
(ELA) is a supplemental
experiential learning
curriculum designed to
integrate life and education.

Students participating in
ELA truly see the value of
education for their lives
today and do not simply
view their education a
preparation for future life.

ELA turns children
into lifelong
learners.

COLNES B
Click here to learn how.

As you can see from the sideshow above, students really getto broaden theirorizons through the ELA
program. Clck here to see some of the pre and post assessment work they have done in elaton o these:
experiences.
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