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Response Booklet for

“The First Sola Fide Great Outdoor Experience”

 (Sola Fide ELA #1: Outdoor Skills and Creation Appreciation)

Lake Conasauga, Georgia

October 2005

Mr. Hartzell’s 3rd-8th grade students

Overview of Experiences

1. Stargazing Experience

You will:

a. Identify the north star

b. Use a star chart to identify other constellations and stars in the night sky

c. Use binoculars to view nebulae and double stars

2. Artistic Response Activity

You will:

a. Respond to the beauty of God’s creation by creating a piece of original fine art or writing

3. Geocaching Experience (Bubba’s Geo Farm)

You will:

a. Use GPS waypoints to navigate between hidden treasures 

b. Analyze a set of data to determine the best strategy to score points

c. Demonstrate appropriate and beneficial group behavior 

d. Cooperate with your peers 

4. Tree Identification Experience

You will:

a. Locate various species of trees

b. Photograph representative samples of tree species

c. Identify tree species using a field guide 

d. Write a brief description of your tree species

e. Identify on a map the approximate range of the tree species

f. Compile your findings into a mixed media presentation of learning

5. Reflective Essay Experience (post experience)

You will write a one page written reflection of how this experience changed you as a person.

Stargazing Experience

Listen to the directions by the campfire and use the star charts in your folder to help you answer the questions on this page and fill in the constellation sheets on the following pages.  

Have a supervisor check each box as you complete the item next to it.

· Locate the Milky Way.

· Locate the North Star. (Polaris)

· Use the star charts to locate three constellations and point them out to an instructor.  Write the names of the constellations in the blanks below.

· Constellation #1 ________________________

· Constellation #2 ________________________

· Constellation #3 ________________________

· Locate at least one double star using the Constellation books provided.   

· What is its name? _________________________

· What constellation is it a part of? __________________

· On the next pages, draw the constellations of your choice that you viewed in the sky tonight.

After you have the above items checked, fill in the remaining information for each constellation on the following pages.

Stargazing Experience

Draw a constellation that you observed in the box below.  Be sure to name and label all the stars.


Constellation Name: _____________________________________________

What is this constellation supposed to be (look like)? 

What is the history of this constellation? (Include who first saw it, why they named it what they did, and the constellation’s importance)
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Artistic Response Experience

Listen to directions by the campfire and follow your group leader.  You will be responding to the beauty of Creation by either writing a writing-prompt-length response or by creating a piece of fine art.  Check which one you will do.

· Written response

· Fine art response

If you choose to write, do it on the lines below.  If you choose to do a piece of fine art, use the next blank page in your response book.  Either way, out of love for Christ, MAKE IT YOUR BEST WORK!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Geocaching Experience

We will be playing a game called Bubba’s Geo Farm.  It will involve selecting animals and buildings to create your ideal farm.  The results will be scored, but you will have to wait till you are done to find out how.  This is the trick of the game.  The person with the most ideal, balanced farm wins the prizes. Prizes will be given to everyone who competes in the game.

Record what is written on your twenty strips of paper below.
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Final Score: 
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Tree Classification Experience

Listen for detailed directions by the campfire.

In this experience you will be finding and identifying a number of trees that grow in the area around our campsite.  You will be comparing the leaves and bark of the trees to pictures in a field guide to do this.


DO NOT PICK LEAVES FROM THE TREES!  The way you will collect you specimen is by taking a photograph of ONE of its leaves CLOSE UP (The leaf should fill the whole frame of the picture).  You will have to keep track of which photo goes with which leaf.  Use the table below to do this.

After you have taken your pictures and identified your trees, use the field guides (here) or internet (at home) to fill in the remaining information about the trees on the following pages.

	Kind of Tree
	Photograph number (film) or file name (digital)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Tree Classification Experience

Name of Tree:

Scientific Name:


Paste a copy of 

Write a brief description of the tree here (include the tree’s shape, height, habitat, coloration, and any unusual or interesting facts about the tree):

Shade the map to show the tree’s range in the United States
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Reflective Essay Experience

After our Experiential Learning Activity is completed, you will have one final assignment.  Write a one page reflective essay on the topic: “How did my experience at Lake Conasauga change me?”

Don’t try to cram this in at the lake or in the car on the way home.  Wait until after you have gotten home, unpacked your gear, and taken a shower.  Wait until you have had some good time to really reflect (think) about how the trip changed you.  You may write your essay on the lines below.  Out of love for Christ, MAKE IT YOUR BEST WORK!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Paste a copy of the picture of this tree’s leaf here.
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Paste a copy of the picture of this tree’s leaf here.





Paste a copy of the picture of this tree’s leaf here.
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