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Response Booklet for

Prairies, Paddles, and Plunges
(Prairie restoration service-learning and outdoor skills)


______________________________________________________________________________________
Perrot State Park and Wisconsin Dells, WI
May 23-26, 2010
Pilgrim Lutheran’s 7th-8th grade students
Overview of Experiences

1. Background Activities

a. Discussion (see “Prairie Conservation” sheet in the front of this folder to refresh your memory)
b. You HAVE ALREADY:
i. Demonstrated organization when planning and organizing a camping experience (delegation, cooperation, and effective communication are all part of this)

ii. Planned with all eventualities in mind

iii. Compiled a list of supplies for the experience

iv. Composed a letter of information to school families including an overview of the experience, a permission slip, and any other pertinent information

v. Contacted the necessary parties to procure equipment for our experience

vi. Utilized appropriate social and telephone skills when contacting the involved parties

vii. Organized and manage transportation for the trip (vehicles, cost, etc…)

viii. Planned a menu

ix. Shopped for supplies in a budget-minded way

2. Native Prairie Preservation Experience
You will: 

a. Learn about the prairie ecosystem
b. Identify non-native species within the prairie ecosystem

c. Use weed wrenches and other appropriate equipment to remove non-native species
d. Participate in other prairie restoration activities
3. Paddling Experience
You will: 

a. Learn canoe use and safety skills from Jessie Conoway, a certified canoe and kayak instructor from the University of Wisconsin, La Crosse

b. Navigate Trempealeau Bay by canoe

c. Learn about the history and beauty of Trempealeau Bay and the Perrot State Park area from Jessie

4. Stargazing Experience

You will: 

a. Locate Ursa Major (the “Big Dipper”)

b. Use Ursa Major as a signpost to locate Polaris (the North Star) and identify other prominent spring constellations

c. Observe other interesting night sky objects

d. Draw, label, and name constellations you have identified 

5. Mt. Olympus Experience
You will: 

Ride roller coaster, water slides, and have fun!!!
6. Reflective Essay (post experience)

You will write a one page written reflection on how the experiences on and related to this trip:

a. Taught you more about prairies, canoeing and camping skills
b. Changed the way you think about prairies, canoeing, and camping 
c. Will change the way you act and made you better able to witness the Gospel to the world

Background Activity
Other than the work that you have already completed at school to make this trip happen, there is NOTHING else from BEFORE the ELA that you need to include in your response booklet.

Native Prairie Restoration Experience
1. What two new things did you learn about the prairie during this experience?

2. What is one new tool you learned about?
3. How do you use the tool?
4. What did you find to be the hardest about this experience?
5. What was the most fun?
6. Why was our work during this experience important? (think of how we helped the prairie, but also think beyond that)

Paddling Experience

1. Had you ever paddled a canoe before this experience? Circle and answer ONE of the following.
YES—What were you looking forward to the most about this canoeing experience?
NO—What about canoeing were you most worried about?

2. What did you learn about canoeing from this experience?
3. What did you learn about the HISTORY of this area?
4. What did you learn about the GEOLOGY of this area?
5. What are your feelings about canoeing in the future? 

6. On the next page, write about or draw a picture of the most beautiful part of this experience?
Stargazing Experience
Listen to the directions by the campfire and use the star charts in your folder to help you answer the questions on this page and fill in the constellation sheets on the following pages.  

Here’s a checklist of the things we’ll be trying to do.

· Locate the Milky Way.

· Locate the North Star. (Polaris)

· Locate at least three constellations and point them out to an instructor.  Write the names of the constellations in the blanks below.

· Constellation #1 ________________________

· Constellation #2 ________________________

· Constellation #3 ________________________

· Tell about anything else interesting that you observed here:

· On the next pages, draw the constellations of your choice that you viewed in the sky tonight.

After you have the above items checked, fill in the remaining information for each constellation on the following pages.

Stargazing Experience

Draw a sketch of a constellation that you observed in the box below.


Constellation Name: _____________________________________________

What is this constellation supposed to be (look like)? 

Briefly tell how to find this constellation in the night sky.

Tell any other interesting facts about this constellation.

Reflective Essay (post experience)  

After our Experiential Learning Activity is completed, one of your final assignments will be to write a one page reflective essay.  Address the following points in your essay:

1. How did Prairies, Paddles, and Plunges teach me about prairies, canoeing and camping?

2. How did Prairies, Paddles, and Plunges change the way I think about prairies, canoeing and camping? 
3. How will my experiences during Prairies, Paddles, and Plunges change the way I will act in the future and make me better able to fulfill God’s command to spread his gospel message to the world (to “tell others about Christ!”)?  
Don’t try to cram this in the car on the way home from Wisconsin.  Wait until after you have gotten home.  Maybe even wait a few days.  Wait until you have had some good time to really reflect (think) about how the trip changed you.  You may write your essay on the lines below.  Out of love for Christ, MAKE IT YOUR BEST WORK!

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Glue a picture here that you feel best captures our experience.
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