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Response Sheets for

The Far East Close to Home
(Mandarin Chinese cultural immersion)


______________________________________________________________________________________
“The Forest,” Marine on St. Croix, MN
May 6-7, 2010
Pilgrim Lutheran’s 5th-6th grade students
Overview of Experiences

1. Background Activities

a. Discussion (pre experience)
So often, we become so involved with our daily lives that we forget that there is a whole world out there waiting to be explored.  Because we live, work, and go to school in the Twin Cities, it is tempting to think that this is all there is! 

Everyone in this room will have opportunities in his or her life to interact with people from other cultures who speak different languages.  It’s healthy to expose ourselves to different people and different ways of thinking about the world!   

One of the largest cultural groups on the planet is the Chinese culture. Chinese is the most spoken language in the world.  There are 3.6 million Chinese Americans in our country.  There is a large Chinese presence in Canada and Europe and many other countries around the world.  There is also a strong Chinese presence in the Twin Cities area.  It is for these reasons that we desire to learn more about this wonderful and unique culture!!

b. First Impressions Quiz
2. Visit “The Forest” for participation in two day Mandarin Chinese Immersion Program
You will: 

a. Travel to “The Forest” in Marine on St. Croix
b. Check in to “customs”
c. Participate in various Chinese culture activities

d. Cook and eat Chinese cuisine

e. Play Chinese games

f. Learn some words and phrases in Mandarin Chinese

g. Complete necessary sections on these response sheets pertaining to the experience
3. Reflective Essay (post experience)

You will write a one page written reflection on how the experiences on and related to this trip:

a. Taught you more about the Chinese culture

b. Changed the way you think about the Chinese culture
c. Will change the way you act and made you better able to witness the Gospel to the world

Background Activity
First Impressions Quiz

1. Write down the first five words that come to mind when you saw the picture:
2. Do you like this person?

3. How likely is it that you would help this person if you saw they were in trouble? 

not likely 1
  2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 very likely

4. How likely would it be for you to start a conversation with this person?

not likely 1
  2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 very likely
5. How likely do you think you would be to make friends with this person?
not likely 1
  2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 very likely

Visit to The Forest
1. What was your reaction to “customs” at The Forest?  How did it make you feel?
2. Make a list of the activities that we participated in at The Forest:
3. Which activity did you like the best? Why?  Which activity did you like the least? Why?
4. What sound stands out the most in your memory of the experience?  
5. What thing or event that you saw stands out the most in your memory of the experience?

6. What texture or object stands out the most in your memory of the experience?

7. Overall, what did you like the most or least about your experience?

8. What parts of your experience matched what you were expecting?  Which aspects were totally different from what you thought?
9. What are some Chinese words or phrases that you learned while participating in this experience? Use the chart below. Spellings can be made up.

	Chinese Word/Phrase
	What it means

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Reflective Essay (post experience)  

After our Experiential Learning Activity is completed, one of your final assignments will be to write a one page reflective essay.  Address the following points in your essay:

1. How did “The Far East Close to Home” teach me about the Chinese Culture?

2. How did “The Far East Close to Home” change the way I think about the Chinese Culture? (Hint: Look back at the First Impressions Quiz and think about how you would answer the items differently now.)
3. How will my experiences during “The Far East Close to Home” change the way I will act in the future and make me better able to fulfill God’s command to spread his gospel message to the world (to “tell others about Christ!”)?  
Don’t try to cram this in the car on the way home from The Forest.  Wait until after you have gotten home.  Maybe even wait a few days.  Wait until you have had some good time to really reflect (think) about how the trip changed you.  You may write your essay on the lines below.  Out of love for Christ, MAKE IT YOUR BEST WORK!
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Glue a picture here that you feel best captures our experience.
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