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The ELA program and this handbook were designed for initial use in schools where there is a relatively low student/teacher ratio, flexible schedule, and a progressive mindset open to new educational programs.  However, since ELA is based on the idea that education is life and not just a preparation for future life, it will work anywhere people live!  Sound simple?  It is. ELA can easily be adapted to work in any educational environment.  

Part one of the handbook, “What is ELA?,” gives a sweeping “scenic overview” of the ELA program.  


Part two, “Mapping the Terrain—ELA at Your School,” sheds light on the institutional considerations of ELA implementation as well as an overview of the process of selecting the core experiences for your ELA program (they’ll be different from place to place).  Part two also gives a broad picture of planning, executing, and following up from a particular Experiential Learning Activity (ELA).


Part three, “Climbing an ELA Mountain,” will walk you through every detail of the three phases of an ELA from start to finish.


Part four, “Assessment,” takes a leisurely walk through the various assessment tools used with ELA.  It gives information on not only how to implement the assessments, but also on what to do with the data they yield.


The last sections of the handbook are resource sections.  Included are:


The ELA  Director Referenc e CD with all  ELA -related documents in digital format  including all documents from the idea  banks in this handbook
a list of references 


A glossary of ELA related document names and terms used extensively in this handbook


ELA Planning Form 


ELA Testimonials
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